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11th August 2020

Update Information

Many staff have been in school over the last few weeks to prepare their classrooms, please see twitter today to see what areas of our school now look like.  We have worked really hard to make school as welcoming an environment as possible while complying with all safety measures advised.    

Yesterday was the first time that our whole school staff have been together since changes to our planned return to school which were only confirmed recently. 

The parent/carer letter for Primary children had to be sent by schools yesterday. While it was ‘ready to go’, it was important that the detail was shared and changes made based on collaborative discussion with staff.  Most training and preparation has been planned to take place virtually, however, the health and safety briefing for staff and update of the Risk Assessment was undertaken in socially distanced groups.  For our staff of 100 this took the whole day and tweaks were made to the letter as a result.  This meant that the letter did not go until the end of the day.  I hope you understand that this was not an intentional delay, we understand that this was important information for families to receive.  We just wanted to ensure that we got it right for your children. 
I did say yesterday that there would be information to follow over the next few days, below are some additional points of clarification. 
PE

As indicated in the letter, there is no PE this week.  Changing rooms can’t be used at the current time so information to follow from class teachers will inform you of a day for PE so that they can dress appropriately but they will not need a PE kit in school for the time being. 

Personal Hygiene 

We have been asked if there is a need to show/bath children every evening, this is not necessary as good hand hygiene is the essential part.  Please just use your judgement.  

Primary 1
We do not yet have photo permissions for all of our P1 children but will take individual photos of their first day which will be shared when SeeSaw is in operation.  We understand how precious these first days in Primary 1 are and have planned activities which will capture these moments. 
School Lunches

If you think your child may be entitled to Free School Meals and you would like support with applying, Dawn McKimmie and Angela Welsh are happy to support, please contact the school.  If families are struggling to provide school lunches, or lunch boxes etc we are also happy to help.
Drop-off and Pick-up

The doors to classrooms will be open throughout the full drop-off time, we know that parents with siblings may choose to drop one child slightly later in the morning meaning they are not in the playground for too long. 
In P1 and 2 the children are all 'handed over' to a parent at pick-up.  This won't change although it may be more of a ‘wave’ between adults to signal they are there. 
In P3 this changes slightly as some children make their own way home or have different meeting points, this is fine.

In some instances older children make their way to a younger child's pick up area, again this won't change although the child is not able to wait directly at the door as teachers are trying to dismiss children. Again there will be flexibility with the doors being open longer to allow parents to move from one classroom to another.
Nursery are also extending their drop-off and pick-up ‘windows’, this information will be shared during reconnection visits. 
Classroom Entry / Exit Points 
Please see the attached map below which may give a better indication of the class entry points and areas of the playground you should be in, not perfect but I hope it helps! There will be staff in the playground to support tomorrow morning. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding in what are exceptional times. We look forward to seeing the children tomorrow.

Kind regards

Joanna Findlay

Head Teacher 


