

Committed to learning together:
Introduction

I am currently in post as the Acting Head Teacher at Woodburn Primary. I have come to Woodburn from Burnbrae Primary in Bonnyrigg. 

My name is Mrs Debbie Beveridge. I have been a teacher for 34 years and a Head Teacher for 17 years. I have worked in Midlothian, Edinburgh and East Lothian. I am mum to my son Calum who is 20 years old. 
I am extremely passionate about my role. It is a privilege to work in a school and lead a community. I believe that we are all learners – 34 years into my career and still learning. I stand strong beside each child, staff member and family to work together to make sure that your child/children can be all they can be.

I have been most warmly welcomed into the Acting Head Teacher position. 

Please get in touch with me should you have any worry, concern or question  - d.beveridge@mgfl.net or phone the school office.
School Dress Code:

There is an expectation that our children come to school in school uniform. Our children look extremely smart. Thank you for your ongoing support with the wearing of uniform.

Personal Safety
Dogs: please remind your child/children not to approach a dog in and around the school community. It has been brought to our attention that children are going very close to unknown dog’s faces – a reminder that dogs can be very unpredictable around children. If you are concerned about dog fouling in the community contact the dog warden using this email address -  contactcentre@midlothian.gov.uk Children are reminded that as they bike, scoot or walk to school they should make sure they stop in plenty time at crossings. There have been a few very cold mornings – at school gatherings we have reminded children not to play on the ponds of ice that are around the school.

How does my child learn at school?
Children use the language of learning at school. Vocabulary including: persevere, give it a go, concentrate, learning goals, problem solve, are regularly used with child to support them in achieving their best in every learning experience. In August 2016 all schools in Midlothian adopted the Midlothian Learner approach.
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Your child/children will be able to talk about being a Midlothian Learner. 
Midlothian staff have had several excellent opportunities to learn from educational researchers including John Hattie, James Nottingham and Guy Claxton. The purpose of their input is to share with us what works best in education.

Woodburn Primary has a strong relationship with James Nottingham. He is planning a visit with us for 27 teachers from Scandanavia. They want to learn from us and with us. These are exciting times for us at Woodburn.

What Are Our Children Be Learning:

Woodburn Family Learning Centre continues to welcome young children and babies between the age of 0 – 3. Recently the children enjoyed exploring the textures of cereals fabrics as well as exploring both indoors and outdoors.

Our Nursery children have enjoyed exploring the habitats area and playing there with dinosaurs and animals including big cats. Children are also enjoying exploring with magnetic shapes. Children enjoy dressing up and being outdoors even in all weathers.P2F, P2G and P2M/P will be covering the following IDL this term: Scotland, Germs & Healthy Eating
P5 children are comparing and contrasting world cultures.P1 are learning about The Senses we have also been looking at Scottish Texts.P7 are learning about World War 2. Starting after the February break P3 P3B and P3S will be learning about electricity. P4 have been learning about Famous Scots and after February break will be developing their understanding of The Human Body. Primary 6 have been studying Robert Burns and after that they will be concentrating on the Cycle of Life and Healthy Relationships. They recently enjoyed their Burns Supper where families came into school and joined the children in their learning.
P5, P6 & P7 School Camp Experience
In these year groups children have the opportunity to go to school camp in Lowport or Whitaugh- information is coming out to families to update you with important information about activities, meetings and clothes lists.
Please contact Mrs Beveridge if you consider that the school can help with the cost of camp. We don’t want the cost to stop any child from attending.
Dates for the Diary
10 February – nursery & school closes for the February break – closing at the usual times
20 February –nursery & school opens at the usual times

06 March – 08 March - P6 Camp

08 March – 10 March – P6 Camp

21 March  - P7 ASG Camp Parent/Carer Meeting - 1800

28 & 29 March Parent / Carer Consultations

31 March – 

· Easter service – families invited – more information to follow

· nursery & school close for the Easter break

· Tuesday 18 April – nursery and school open at usual times

